
Why Conservationists Support 
The Forest Jobs and Recreation Act

* Permanently protects nearly a million acres of spectacular backcountry throughout 
western Montana, including nearly 700,000 acres as wilderness. This includes some 25 spec-
tacular places conservationists have fought hard to preserve for decades.

* Meanwhile, the bill steers logging to areas that 
are already roaded and requires habitat restora-
tion through reduction in road densities, while also 

* Allocates funds to 
.

 * Areas released from interim wilderness man-
agement will be largely managed to retain their 

 and may still be considered for 
protection in the future. 

*  Legislation is , policies, and regulations including 
NEPA, endangered species act, habitat protections for grizzly bears, and the national road-
less policies and directives.

More Details: 
  Tester’s Jobs and Recreation Act will protect 670,000 acres 

as new wilderness on three national forests and adjacent BLM lands.  These include the headwaters of 
-

 Tester’s forest bill converts 12 wilder-

located on the Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest is proposed to become wilderness and the entire 

recreation area.  

-
tion designates some areas as wilderness and release other areas from interim wilderness management, 
while allowing for them to be re-considered in the future. This bill releases a total of 146,000 acres in 12 

Areas in Montana’s national forests more than 30 years ago. This status is a temporary reprieve from road 
-

bring lasting protection by permanently barring any development and machines. Without any action, these 



  The legislation steers logging towards areas that are currently degraded, 

roadless directive recently issued by the current administration.  

  Nothing in this bill changes national environmental 
laws.  Logging and all stewardship activities must be in compliance with all laws, regulations, and policies 
including NEPA, the endangered species act, or multi-agency grizzly bear habitat standards. 

-
ing Montana’s damaged streams and wildlife habitat while federal funding would augment the sweep of 

-

*Proposed Wilderness:
16 areas: 496,000 acres

3 areas: 244,000 acres

*Proposed Wilderness:
-

acres

1 area: 1,300 acres1 area: 30,000 acres

1 area, 78,000 acres
(No motorized recreation 
on 48,000 acres; snowmo-
biles allowed on 26,000 

BLM lands in southwestern MT
*Proposed wilderness:
5 areas: 58,980 acres


